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MINUTES 

 
 

 Members Present                Staff Present 
 Mayor B. Franklin                                                                             Carroll Williamson, Town Admin 
 Councilman E. Baughman                             Shannon Burnett, Town Attorney 
 Councilman L. Griffin                                                           Saralyn Yarborough, Asst. Admin 

             Councilman D. Brock                                                                              Melissa Cowan, Town Clerk 
             Councilman S. Griffin                                       
 
 
 
 
 
I.    CALL TO ORDER 

             
A. ROLL CALL 

 
Mayor Franklin called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm.  Five Council members were present, constituting a 
quorum.  
 

B. NOTIFICATION AND POSTING OF THE MEETING AGENDA 
 
Town Clerk confirmed the agenda was properly posted and the media notified. 

 
C. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

 
Councilman S. Griffin made a Motion to approve the agenda. The Motion was seconded by Councilman Griff 
Griffin.  All in favor; 5-0 
 

D. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 

Councilman D. Brock led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 

E. INVOCATION 
  

              The evening’s invocation was given by Councilman D. Brock.    

F. COUNCIL MEMBERS’ REMARKS 
 

Councilman D. Brock made the following remarks: 
 

• I had the opportunity to attend Movies in the Park on Friday. The event was very well attended. 
• I along with several of my fellow councilmen volunteered to help take off the vinyl siding at the   
 Blythewood Historical Society.  
• I also attended the Blythewood Rodeo. The event was well attended and I congratulate Mr. Coggins 
 and his crew for putting on a very successful event. 
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              Councilman E. Baughman made the following remarks: 

• Thank you to Buck and Kristi Coggins for a very successful Rodeo.   
• Thank you to Mayor and Council for doing a Sheriff Leon Lott Proclamation Day.  
• Saturday we had a local veterans breakfast for all veterans. 
• I want to thank the local papers for getting the word out about what the town is doing for our local 

cemeteries.  
 
 Councilman S. Griffin made the following remarks: 

• Movies in the Park was a great event and I look forward to seeing more of these events in the future. 
• The Rodeo was another successful event. 
• I had the opportunity to jump in as a chef for Warrior Path at the Big Red Barn. I encourage you all 

to get out there and spend some time with the veterans there. 
• There will be a public meeting on May 26, 2021 on the Transportation Penny Program. The meeting 

will be held to provide updates and also to give an overview of all the projects in the area. 
 

 
 Councilman Griff Griffin made the following remarks: 
 

• Thank you all for coming out to tonight’s meeting and thank you for your interest in making 
Blythewood a better place. 

 
 

G. Mayor Franklin made the following remarks: 
 

• Thank you to Councilman Sloan Griffin and Councilman Donald Brock who spent three hours on 
Saturday, helping to renovate and preserve the Blythewood Historical Society.  

• I would like to thank the Westwood Baseball Team for setting up the bleacher at the rodeo. It usually 
takes about a day and a half to set up the bleachers, but only took the baseball team 5 hours. 

• May 5th is the Chamber Par 3 tournament at Cobblestone Park. 
 

 
H. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 
Councilman Sloan Griffin made a Motion to approve the Special Call meeting minutes April 1, 2021 and TC 
meeting minutes March 22, 2021. The Motion was seconded by Councilman Griff. Griffin. All in favor; 5-0 
 

 
 

II   DISCUSSION ITEMS 
 

A. Update on Richland County Public Library Storywalk Project in Doko Meadows Park (Town Administrator) 
 

Below is a full update from Emily Stoll at the Richland County Public Library: 

Equipment & Design 
• Earlier this week, we ordered the equipment from Barking Dog Exhibits for installation of the posts. The 

estimated delivery time is two-three weeks. 
• Earlier this morning, we received word about obtaining copyright and permissions from the publisher for the 
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book “Rainbow Stew,” which means the design process can begin. 
• The design process is expected to take one-two weeks. Before having materials sent to the printer, the 

company will provide us mock-ups. We will share the mock-ups with you that include the Town of 
Blythewood’s logo on the first page. 

• The estimated delivery time is one-two weeks from the printer. 
• Our Marketing Department is also working on some “filler” content throughout StoryWalk, which will promote 

getting a library card, accessing a read-a-like book list, finding the nearest library location in Blythewood and 
sharing your StoryWalk experience with us. 

 
Installation & Maintenance 

• We’re in the process of taking site photos and Google Earth images to mark the 18 posts for StoryWalk 
along the walking path in Doko Meadows Park. Once completed, we plan to share them with you within the 
next week for approval and make sure we’re not impacting any tree roots or power lines. 

• Our Operations Department plans to come out and install the posts about a week prior to launch. Prior to 
installation, would your grounds crews be willing to mark where each of the posts will go to expedite the 
installation process? 

• If there are any maintenance or equipment needs once installation is completed, please feel free to reach 
out to our Experience Support Department (Sarah Schroeder – sschroeder@richlandlibrary.com) 

 
Timeline 

• The goal continues to be a launch at the start of Richland Library’s 2021 Summer Learning Challenge (June 
1-4), following the Memorial Day holiday weekend. 

• “Rainbow Stew” will remain in place until October 2021 when our Experience Support Department will 
switch out the book and continue to do so seasonally (winter 2022 and spring 2022). We will be sure to let 
you know the upcoming selections. 

 
Launch/Communications 

• Our Marketing and Community Relations Departments are working on Local Reveal teaser and 
announcement videos, which we plan to share publicly leading up to the launch. 

• WLTX is our media sponsor for the 2021 Summer Learning Challenge and StoryWalk, and they plan to help 
us share the experience of StoryWalk once it launches. Then we plan to share the information more publicly 
with library customers, community partners and other local media. 

• Our Marketing Department is working on a StoryWalk bookmark after launch, which we hope to share with 
you when it’s completed. 

• Programmatically, the book in StoryWalk will be featured during one or two of our virtual Family Storytimes 
in June and/or July 2021. We’re also creating a limited number of themed garden carry-out kits, which will be 
available at our 13 library locations. 

• Please don’t promote this last element yet, but we wanted you to know that we are working to secure 
funding to possibly order copies of “Rainbow Stew” and share them with surrounding daycares and schools 
to promote a trip to visit StoryWalk. If this element is confirmed, we will be sure to let you know. 

 
B. Update on Doko Meadows Park Security Gates (Town Administrator) 

 
Administrator Williamson stated “the RFP deadline was April 16 and we did not have any bids at that 
time. Since then I reached out and got three that have come here and we should be getting quotes 
within the week.” 
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C. Update on Richland County Transportation Program Penny Tax Projects 
 

Mayor Franklin, Councilman Sloan Griffin, and Town Administrator met with Richland County 
Transportation Program staff on April 20 and received an update on Penny Tax projects. 

Discussion 

On July 27, 2020, Town Council voted to re-prioritize the Richland County Penny Tax projects: 

FIRST priority: to widen and improve Creech Road from Blythewood Road to Main Street; 
SECOND priority: to widen and make improvements to McNulty Street from Main Street to Blythewood 
Road; THIRD priority: to widen and improve Blythewood Road from 1-77 to Main Street 
FOURTH priority: to widen and improve Blythewood Road from Syrup Mill to Fulmer Road (e.g. addition 
of bike lanes, etc.). 

 
Included in the packet are several documents associated with this update. Creech Road improvements 
are moving forward with the acquisition of right-of-way to reach Main Street. As proposed, the 
improvements will be located north of the Blythewood High School property. Additionally, part of the 
improvements of the 2nd priority on McNulty Street is to improve the intersection at Boney Road. The 
Richland County Transportation Program staff has now designed a 4-way stop and a roundabout for 
this intersection.  Associated documents are included in the agenda packet. 

 
The County will hold a public hearing in late May at Doko Manor to gather public input on which design 
is preferable, as well as provide an update on the Creech Road project. 
 
There will be a public meeting on May 26 from 6:00pm - 8:00pm at Doko Manor. This meeting is being 
held to get input from the public. 

 
D. Marketing Contract with State and Frink Foundation 

 

Mayor Franklin read the following statement concerning the town’s relationship with MPA Strategies: 

 
“The Town recently entered into a contract with MPA Strategies to provide public relations and 
marketing services. MPA will begin work May 1, and we look forward to working with them. MPA will be 
at the town hall on one Tuesday a month, and I hope you all will stop by and say hello. 
 
“Some of you have asked whether the Town is in a dispute or lawsuit with MPA. The Town is not 
presently in a lawsuit with MPA. However, Ms. Hunter, MPA’s CEO, initiated a FOIA request and has 
made certain legal demands [not made available]. The Town is simply responding to Ms. Hunter’s 
request. We are doing this through our independent outside legal counsel, David Black from Nexsen 
Pruet. Because of her requests, our outside counsel has requested that the Town preserve certain 
information. Ms. Hunter has requested that the Town and all councilmen preserve certain information 
and not delete communications from their phones and other devices. I believe all councilmen are 
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complying. The Town has 30 days to respond to Ms. Hunter’s FOIA requests. Any further questions on 
this issue should be addressed to David Black at Nexsen Pruet.” 

 
 

  III.   ACTION ITEMS 
Citizens Testimony Regarding Action Items (As item is presented) 

 
A. ORDINANCE 2021.003 (Second Reading) TA TROS CHAPTER 155 (ZONING), SECTIONS 155.305 

THROUGH 155.307, TOWN OF BLYTHEWOOD CODE OF ORDINANCES TO ADOPT A NEW 
ZONING DISTRICT TITLED “TROS TRADITIONAL RECREATION OPEN SPACE” DISTRICT. 
A request to amend the Blythewood Zoning Ordinance Chapter 155 (Zoning), Sections 
155.305 through 155.307, to add a new Zoning District titled Traditional Recreation Open Space  
(TROS). This is the second reading. 
 

 
    Discussion 

 
TROS Traditional Recreation Open Space District. In order to ensure the preservation of conservation,  
recreation, and/or open space; and to lessen the diminution of property values from the loss of open 
space commonly provided for in a community; and to provide opportunities for improved public and/or 
private recreation activities; and to provide for a community-wide network of open space, buffer zones, and 
recreation spaces. 

 
The proposed sections for amendment are attached for the consideration and the approval of Town   
Council. 

 
In summary, the proposed modifications are the following: 
a. To  ensure  the  preservation   and  conservation  of  recreation   and  open  space  as 

contemplated by the Town Comprehensive Plan; and, 
 

b. To provide opportunities for improved public and/or private recreation activities; and, 
 

c. To provide for a community-wide network of open space, buffer zones, and recreational spaces; and, 
 

d. To lessen the hazards and loss of property, and the reduction of health and safety due to the loss of 
open space; and, 
 

e. To provide for, and permit, the appropriate valuation by the tax assessor and/or land appraiser that 
reflects the conservation and/or open space use of land. 
 
Councilman S. Griffin made a Motion to approve second reading of Ordinance. 2021.003. The Motion 
was seconded by Councilman Griff Griffin.  All in favor; 5-0 

 
B. ORDINANCE 2021.004 (Second Reading) – AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE OFFICIAL ZONING MAP 

AND ZONING DISTRICT CLASSIFICATION FOR TAX PARCELS R12600-02-01 (70.63 acres), 
R12700-01-21 (70.30 acres) and R15100-10-01 (2.41 acres) FROM PD PLANNED DEVELOPMENT 
to TC TOWN CENTER AND RU RURAL 
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Councilman E. Baughman made a Motion to approve the second reading of Ordinance 2021.004. The 
Motion was seconded by Councilman Griff Griffin. A roll call vote was taken; Mayor Franklin –Yes, 
Councilman E. Baughman-Yes, Councilman Griff Griffin-Yes, Councilman D. Brock-No, 
Councilman S. Griffin-No. The Motion passed with a vote of 3-2 
 

C. ORDINANCE 2021.006 -  AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND ORDINANCE 2021.005 (AN EMERGENCY 
ORDINANCE REQUIRING THE WEARING OF FACE MASKS TO HELP ALLEVIATE THE SPREAD 
OF COVID 19) SO AS TO REVISE THE ORDINANCE EXPIRATION DATE. 

 
The current emergency mask ordinance expires on May 28, 2021. This ordinance revises the length of this 
ordinance from 41 days to 9 days. 

 
Discussion 

 
Because of the significant reduction in cases of COVID-19 cases in South Carolina, the mandatory mask 
ordinance currently in effect is no longer as critical as it was in 2020 and earlier this year. Therefore, this 
amendment to the current emergency mask ordinance revises the expiration date from May 28, 2021 to April 
26, 2021. 

 
Because this is a revision to an emergency ordinance, only one reading is required. 
 

Councilman E. Baughman made a Motion to amend mask ordinance 2021.005 expiring on May 1, 
2021 at 12:01am. The Motion was seconded by Councilman D. Brock.   A roll call vote was taken; 
Mayor Franklin –Yes, Councilman E. Baughman-Yes, Councilman Griff Griffin-No, Councilman 
D. Brock-Yes, Councilman S. Griffin-No. The Motion passed with a vote of 3-2 

 
 

D.  Discussion and Approval of Funding for Movies in the Park 
 

On August 24, 2020 Town Council approved providing financial support for Movies in the Park as a single 
event.  Council stated as part of the approval that it would determine whether to support future Movies in the 
Park based on how the first event was attended. The first Movies in the Park was delayed from the original 
date, but was held on April 16, 2021. The event organizer Erica Page is in the process of providing receipts 
to the Town from the event and will be in attendance during the Town Council meeting to give her report and 
detail her plan for future Movies in the Park.   

Town Council did not designate the funding source or the exact amount for Movies in the Park. Staff 
recommends it be paid for out of Community Promotions (general fund) or Hospitality Tax funding. This 
would be determined based on whether this event meets the hospitality tax requirement that it is a tourist 
event. More details from Ms. Page will provide some clarification on that question. 

Councilman S. Griffin made a Motion to approve $5,000 funding for Movies in the Park for FY 2021. The 
Motion was seconded by Councilman Griff. Griffin. All in favor; 5-0 
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E. Hospitality Tax Final Report: Parks Hutto Bengal Invitational Golf Tournament FY2021 
 

A. FY 2021. "Parks Hutto Bengal Invitational Golf tournament" 
a. Requesting organization/person: Bengal Boys Golf, Jason Minkel 
b. Person submitting report: Jason Minkel 
c. Dates of event:  March 8 & 1              5-1 6,2021 
d. Total HTAX amount awarded: $4500 (80% paid = $3600) 
e. 20% amount if approved: $900 
f. Reported Revenue: $11250,Expenses: $8685 
g. Net Income: $1 665 + $900 ( if awarded) = $2565 

 
B. Highlights from Report 

a. The JV Invitational had 1 2 teams totaling 64 players, 1 2 coaches and approximately 50 
spectators . 

b. The Varsity event hosted 28 teams from all over South Carolina. 1         21 players 
participated, as well as 38 coaches and about 120-125 spectators. 

c. Players, spectators and coaches stayed primarily in local hotels. Five teams stayed at 
the Blythewood Holiday Inn. 

d. Meals and lunches purchased from local restaurants including Bojangles, Subway and 
Carolina Wings. 

e. Remainder of funds allows the Bengal team to participate in  other tournaments across 
the state. 

 
 

Councilman E. Baughman made a Motion to approve remainder of HTAX award in the amount of 
$900. The Motion was seconded by Councilman S. Griffin. All in favor; 5-0 

 
 

 
           F.     Hospitality Tax Final Report: GBCC Spring Rib Cook Off FY2021 
 
 

A. FY 2021. " GBCC Spring Rib Cook Off 2021" 
a. Requesting organization/person: Greater Blythewood Chamber of Commerce/Phi l Frye 
b. Person submitting report: Phil Frye 
c. Date of event: March 13, 2021 
d. Total HTAX amount approved: $16,700 
e. 20% HTAX award if awarded: $3,340 
f. Reported Gross Revenue:$72,343.78 
g. Reported Expenses:$48,463.63 
h. Net income:$24640.15           ( with 20% HTAX awarded) 
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B. Highlights as reported in Final Report 
a. Estimated attendance 4,000+ 
b. 61competitive cook teams. 5700 pounds of ribs were prepared and sold out by 2.41 pm. 
c. $7,200 in prize money was distributed 
d. 40 vendors outside the actual competition including food vendors, beer, activities and non-profit 
e. Major expenses included rib purchases, advertising, tents, bands and traffic control 
f. HTAX funds (with 20% awarded) account for 23% of total revenue 
g. Zip code analysis of attendees (sample generalized to entire audience) revealed that 

60.64% of attendees came from outside the 29016 zip code and 39.36% came from 
within 2901 6 

h. The marketing campaign included print ads, social media, radio, television, posters and banners 
 

Councilman E. Baughman made a Motion to approve remainder of HTAX award in the amount of 
$6,340 to GBCC Spring Rib Cook Off FY 2021. The Motion was seconded by Councilman S. 
Griffin. All in favor; 5-0 

 
 
IV.    OPEN CITIZENS COMMENTS 
 
  No one signed up to speak 
 
 
V.    EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 

A. Receipt of legal advice relating to claims and potential claims by and against the Town and other 
matters covered by attorney-client privilege. 

B. Discussion of negotiations incident to proposed contractual arrangement concerning the Town’s 
marketing agreement. 

C. Discussion of negotiations incident to proposed contractual arrangements and proposed sale or 
purchase of property. 

 
 

Councilman E. Baughman made a Motion to go into executive session at 8:30pm. The Motion was 
seconded by Councilman S. Griffin. All in favor; 5-0 

 
Councilman S. Griffin made a Motion to come out of executive session at 9:00 pm. The Motion was 
seconded by Councilman Griff Griffin. All in favor; 5-0 

 
 
VI.   ADJOURNMENT 
 
      Mayor Franklin adjourned the meeting at 9:00 pm. 
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Respectfully submitted, 

 
  

---------------------------------------------- 
Melissa Cowan, Town Clerk 

 

           Melissa Cowan


	Discussion

